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I am very much surprised by how, sometimes, things 
come together for seemingly no reason. This issue 
of Shadow & Light Magazine fell into place in that 
manner. Featuring portfolios and projects by seven 
women photographers, a wide variety of subject 
matter is covered.

As I mention in the Renée Jacobs Q&A it was her 
current work and project that enabled me to build the 
magazine issue as a tribute to women photographers. 
She is at work creating a new festival in France, 
“Photos des Femmes,” which will showcase the most 
powerful photographic representations of women for 
the first exhibit, “womenSEEwomen.” Featuring seven 
other women photographers besides Renée it recently 
closed but was met with a great deal of enthusiasm 
and critical acclaim.

The cover artist for this issue complements Jacob’s 
feature in many ways. Emma Powell’s, Waiting for 
the Storm, was a natural for the cover. When my art 
director, Ann Hart Marquis and I first saw it there was 
little doubt it would emerge as the cover.

For me it epitomizes the struggle that continues to 
this day for women. Constant challenges force them 
to brace themselves against the winds that serve to 
suppress and silence their efforts, while their hearts 
are strong and their vision clear and full of purpose. 
All this while storm clouds hover but rest in the 
distance.

Susan Hillyard sets the stage for a peaceful existence 
with her images of fog-shrouded settings, while 
Janney-Claire Alexi offers compelling black-and-white 
portraits, and fan-favorite Niki Boon is back with her 
further adventures of raising a family in New Zealand.

Maggie Taylor and Josephine Sacabo have new works 
that delve deeper into their respective realms. Taylor’s 
“Through the Looking Glass, and What Alice Found 
There,” mesmerizes the eye and challenges mind-sets. 
Her constructed scenes are at once fantastical and 
subtly mathematical. Things are arranged for us to 
solve. 

Sacabo offers images 
from a new series, 
Tagged, in which she 
illustrates how it can 
feel when a woman 
walks down a street 
and sees little else but 
derrogatory “tags,” texts 
spray-painted on fences, 
abandoned buildings, etc. 

Ten images are featured 
that illustrate the 
frustration Sacabo feels 
each and every time she walks past the graffiti-strewn 
neighborhoods.

As viewers of her past photographic efforts can attest to  
she finds the perfect medium to illustrate the foibles and 
prejudices that negatively permeate our society.

E.E. McCollum returns with salient observations of 
being a “Stanger in a Strange Land,” based on his recent 
move from the Northeast to Santa Fe, while Steve 
Immel continues his thoughts about the little things that 
matter, in his piece, “Sketches of Winter.”

Finally, Alain Briot continues his essay on “Collecting 
Art,” with the third installment, “Visiting Museums.”

Thank you for your purchase and I hope you spend 
some quality time with Shadow & Light Magazine, 
either with the PDF or print product.

Just another thought before I close. I just wanted to 
say that I am very pleased with the quality of the print 
issue. It is produced by MagCloud, a subsidiary of 
Blurb, and the reproductions are spot-on and very well 
represented. Pick up a copy, at the link below, and find 
out for yourself.

http://www.magcloud.com/browse/
issue/1530287?__r=25685

Notes...
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Advice. • ©Josephine Sacabo

Josephine Sacabo: Tagged
Showcase Portfolio

Walking the graffiti gauntlet from my house to my studio, I am confronted by a lexicon of 
rampant misogyny, violence and sexual insults. The messages may be verbal but their effects are visceral. 
We are being ‘tagged’— as hos, bitches, and worse. But I am not that woman.

Why have women become the targets of the rage and frustration expressed?  Why are women bearing the 
consequences for injustices they have not committed? Where are the graffiti messages by women meant 
for men?

I do not have the answers to these questions, all I have are these images of what it feels like to be a woman 
walking these streets.

And in this I know I am not alone.   

           Josephine Sacabo

©Josephine Sacabo • www.josephinesacabo.com • josephinesacabo@gmail.com
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Bigotry. • ©Josephine Sacabo
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Effaced. • ©Josephine Sacabo
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Everyday I Need You. • ©Josephine Sacabo
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Grabbed. • ©Josephine Sacabo
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Lewd. • ©Josephine Sacabo
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Nightmare. • ©Josephine Sacabo
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RIP. • ©Josephine Sacabo


